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1851. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 

Read at the Anniversary Meeting, 26th May. 

The Council have this year to make a Report upon the state of 
the Society, which they trust will give general satisfaction, not 
only as indicating a progressive increase in its numbers, but as 
showing that its finances also are at length restored to a healthy 
and improving condition. 

The number of new members elected since the last anniversary 
is 44, whilst the vacancies are only 24, of which 16 are from 
death. 

Finances.— The disposable income of the Society, as estimated 
for 1850, was— £854 1 4 

It actually realized 1047 16 11 

Being an increase of £193 15 7 beyond what had been 
anticipated, and leaving, on the 1st of January last, a balance in 
favour of the Society of 170/. 14s. lid., besides 307. 4s. Id. be- 
longing to the Library Fund, applicable to the particular purpose 
for which that fund was raised. 

Including the balance above mentioned of 170/. 14s. lid., the 
Council consider that they may fairly estimate the income for the 
current year at 1102/. 16s. 9£</., as will be seen on reference to 
the printed particulars. 
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The amount of the funded property of the Society remains un- 
altered since last year — 22247. Is. 10t/., 3i per cent. Consols. 

Arrears. — By the accounts for the last year, laid before you, 
you will observe that under this head 120/. was received, and 
placed to the credit of the Society. It is estimated that 507. more 
may be recovered, which sum is included in the estimated income 
for the current year. 

Accessions to Library. — The collections of printed books and 
maps have received many valuable additions, amongst which must 
be especially mentioned a munificent gift from the Imperial Mili- 
tary Geographical Institute of Austria, of a collection of their 
most important works, selected to be sent to this country to be 
shown at the World's Exhibition, after which they are to be deli- 
vered over to this Society. In addition to the above may be men- 
tioned the Map of the Caucasian Isthmus, by Koch ; The Topo- 
graphical Atlas of Bavaria ; Vidal's Map of Portugal ; The 
Trigonometrical Survey of the Western and Northern Coast of 
Norway ; The Atlas of Spain, by Coello and Madoz ; The Re- 
connoissance of the Western Coast of the United States, from 
Monterey to the Columbia River, by Lieutenant M' Arthur, 
U.S.N., &c. &c. A detailed list of the maps in question will be 
laid before you in the printed lists of annual donations under this 
head. 

Instruments. — The stock of instruments belonging to the Society 
has also been largely increased by a valuable bequest from the 
late Robert Shedden, Esq., a Fellow of this Society, who died at 
Mazatlan in the course of a voyage round the world, made at his 
own expense in his yacht, the Nancy Dawson. Mr. Shedden had 
passed up Behring's Straits, and accompanied the boats of H.M.S. 
Plover, to which he rendered great assistance during their search 
for the lost Sir John Franklin. Among these instruments are 
three excellent chronometers. 
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Royal Premium. — The Royal donation of fifty guineas for the 
" Encouragement of Geographical Science and Discovery " has 
been this year divided between Dr. George Wallin, of Finland, 
for his interesting and important travels in Arabia, and Mr. 
Thomas Brunner, for his meritorious labours in exploring a large 
extent of the N.W. portion of the Middle Island of New Zealand. 
The last Number of our Journal contains accounts of the travels 
of both these individuals ; and the President will state in his 
Address the grounds which, in the opinion of the Council, have 
entitled them to the awards in question. 

Publications.- — Since our last anniversary, two Parts of the 
Society's Journal have appeared, and may be had on application 
by all members. 

The greatly increased size of these Numbers, as well as the 
importance of some of the papers which they contain, afford the 
best proof that valuable materials of great interest will not fail to 
be forthcoming so long as the Society is prepared with the means 
of giving them in this form to the public. 

The state and prospects of our finances, as now submitted to 
you, are such as to justify, in the opinion of the Council, even a 
larger expenditure than last year under this head. In the present 
circumstances of the Society, they feel that to diffuse, as well as 
to acquire, useful knowledge, is the best service they can render 
to the public. 

In conclusion, if the Council have nothing more definite to say 
to you this year upon the subject of their application to her Ma- 
jesty's Government or suitable apartments, it is not because the 
matter has in any way been lost sight of or neglected on their 
part. 

The strong claims of the Society have been fully laid before 
her Majesty's Government ; and the Council confidently expect 
that they will be attended to. In the mean time, through the 
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consideration and kindness of the Principal and Council of King's 
College, Somerset House, the Society has been provided for the 
remainder of the present session with improved accommodation for 
their evening meetings, the attendance at which had become 
(it may be fairly assumed from the increasing interest of the 
subjects) much too numerous to be held as heretofore in the 
smaller apartments of the Society. 



Balance- Sheet for the Year 1850. 
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Balance-Sheet for Library Fund, and Estimate for 1851. 
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